Penetrating cardiac injury--to close the pericardium or not? A case report.
Many trauma surgeons who treat penetrating cardiac injuries do not routinely suture the pericardium closed after repairing the heart. The patient reported here died from exsanguination during attempts to mobilise the heart which had adhered to the sternum. With the increasing demand for coronary artery surgery and the high incidence of carcinoma of the oesophagus in South Africa, both of which require access to the mediastinum, we recommend that in the trauma setting, the pericardium be closed to facilitate future surgery if required.